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he Institute on Domestic Violence in the African American
T Community (IDVAAC) is an organization focused on the

unique circumstances of African Americans as they face
issues related to domestic violence - including intimate partner
violence, child abuse, elder maltreatment, and community
violence. IDVAAC's mission is to enhance society's understanding
of and ability to end violence in the African-American community.
Within this context, IDVAAC works with African-American
communities, including families, individuals, and organizations
serving the target population; legal and criminal justice systems;
family and community violence practitioners; researchers; and policymakers around
efforts to build the knowledge base regarding African Americans and domestic violence
and to develop strategies to meet the service needs of this population.

IDVAAC was first formed in 1993, when a group of scholars and practitioners
informally met to discuss the plight of the African-American community in the area of
domestic violence. The group ultimately agreed that the "one-size-fits-all" approach to
domestic violence services being provided in mainstream communities would not suffice
for African Americans, who disproportionately experience stressors that can create
conditions that lead to violence in the home. It became clear to this group that the crisis
of violence in the African American community would change only if individuals or
groups focused attention on the problem and took action. The organization has since
become a national expert on domestic violence among African
Americans, a resource to communities, and a strong presence in the
field of domestic violence.




